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THE YOSEMITE BOOK. 


The annexed table shows the elevation of all the trees which could be 
conveniently measured, and their circumference at six feet above the 
ground : 

TABLE OF MEASUREMENTS OF HEIGHT AND CIRCUMFERENCE OF TREES 
IN THE CALAVERAS GROVE. 


Name of Tree. 

Circumference 6 feet 
above ground. 

Height. 

Keystone State - 

Feet. 

45 

Feet. 

325 

General Jackson 

40 

319 

Mother of the Forest (without bark) 

61 

315 

Daniel Webster 

47 

307 

Richard Cobden 

41 

284 

T. Starr King 

52 

283 

Pride of the Forest 

48 

282 

Henry Clay 

47 

280 

Bay State 

46 

275 

Jas. King of William 

51 

274 

Sentinel 

49 

272 

Dr. Kane 

50 

271 

Arborvit® Queen 

30 

269 

Abraham Lincoln 

44 

268 

Maid of Honor 

27 

206 

Old Vermont 

40 

265 

Unde Sam 

43 

265 

Mother & Son (Mother) 

51 

261 

Three Graces (highest) 

30 

262 

Wm. ('alien Bryant 

48 

262 

U. S. Grant 

34 

261 

General Scott 

43 

258 

George Washington 

51 

256 

Henry Ward Beecher 

34 

252 

California 

33 

250 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

50 

250 

. Beauty of the Forest 

39 

249 

J. B. M‘Pherson 

31 

246 

Florence Nightingale 

37 

246 

James Wadsworth 

27 

239 

Elihu Burritt 

31 

231 


The exact measurement of the diameter and the ascertaining of the 
age of one of the trees in this grove was made possible by the cutting- 
down of one of the largest of them. This was done soon after the grove 
was discovered, and is said to have occupied five men for twenty-two 
days. The felling was done by boring through the tree with pump 
augers ; it was no small affair to persuade the trunk to fall, even after 
it had been completely severed from its connection with the base. It was 
done, however, by driving in wedges on one side, until the ponderous 
mass was inclined sufficiently, which was not effected until after three 
days of labor. 


THE BIG TREES. 
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The stump of this tree was squared nicely off at six feet above the 
ground, and the bark being removed, a pavilion was built over it, 
forming a capacious room, the exact dimensions of the stump inside of 
the bark being, 

Across its longest diameter, soutli of centre, 13 feet 9J inches. 

” ” ” north of centre, 10 „ 4 ” 


Total longest diameter 24 „ 1| ” 

The shorter diameter, or that east and west, was 23 feet, exactly 
evenly divided on each side of the centre. The thickness of the bark, 
averaging 18 inches probably, would add three feet to the diameter of 
the tree, making 27 feet in all. After this tree had been cut down, it 
was again cut through about 30 feet from the first cut. At the upper 
end of this section of the trunk, or about 40 feet from the ground, as 
the tree originally stood, we carefully counted the rings of annual 
growth, measuring at the same time the width of each set of one hundred, 
beginning at the exterior ; the result was as follows : 

inches. 


First hundred 

3. 


3.7 

Third ” 

4.1 


3.9 

Fifth ” 

4.1 

Sixth ” 

4.1 

Seventh ” 

4.6 


5.6 


7.3 


7.9 

Eleventh” 

10.1 

Twelfth ” 

13.0 

55 years 

9.4 

1,255 years. 

80.8 


There was a small cavity in the centre of the tree which prevented an 
accurate fixing of its age ; but making due allowance for that, and for 
the time required to grow to the height at which the count was made, 
it Avill be safe to say that this particular tree, which was probably 
about as large as any now standing in the grove, was, in round numbers, 
1,300 years old. 

The Calaveras Grove contains, as will be seen in the table above, four 
trees over 300 feet high, the highest one measured by us in the Mariposa 
Grove being 272. The published statements of the heights of these trees 
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